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me was cm short in a moment whose origins are still debat- 
ed but as a national leader ranked tn some polls with or 
abov^Abralurn Lincoln .nd Franklin D. *0»«1L 

Yet John Kennedy's "Thousand Days tn the Presiden- 
cy were marked less by historic : achievemOTtt tton by con- 
i muai crises - the Bay of Pigs nasco ; Berlin ; the world s 
flrttnuclear confrontation ; the beginnings of the war in 

»r»ssssss“ 

buildup that contributed heavily to the Soviet-Amarican 
annVrecc. He was reluctant to expend political capital on 
behalf of black demonstrators, whose persistence (made 
him impatient, and was forced mostly by events into I s 
dashcsvr.th Southern recalcitrants 
Wallace of Alabama and R 06 S Barnett of Mississippi. 

W °Te om.ll record of ^Presidency thou^n many 

reroects admirable, hardly occounts for Kennedy's high 
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House years have become public knowledge. Books like A 



Question of Character: A Life of John ^Kennedy "by 
Thomas C Reeves and Nigel Hamilton s J.F.K. . RecklMS 
Youth” have pictured him ns privileged, pampere^often 
Irresponsible and insensitive. Inadequately answered 
charges persist that he and his brother. Attorney 
Robert F Kennedy, repeatedly sought the assassination of 
Fidel Castro. The author Richard Reeves makes itcl® arf ” 
•President Kennedy: Profile In Power that Kennedy con- 
sistently deceived the public about his henith. cnd^inR al- 
most constant pain and sometimes resorting Ui feel good 
Injections during his campaign and Presidency. 

Changes In Atmosphere 

The nation’s political and social atmospheres, more- 
over have changed greatly since John Kennedy s time. The 
election of Ronald Reagan m l WO stgnaled a nattana em- 
brace of conservatism after decades of the New Deal liber 
iZm that Kennedy was mistakenly MM *****?** 
i hts oarty save us Southerners, was further to the left 
ihin^ wanfed to be). And the growth of the urban under^ 
class with the rising incidence of urban crime, has chilled 
attitudes toward black Americans, with whose improved 
status the 35th President is indelibly linked. . 

All this, or less, would have dulled the publk »£»**]* 
for any other former President. How bM Jrfm FK«m«ly, 
while not exactly a candidate for Mount Rushmore, pre- 
vaiW ^TpredlCtable eclipse? The moat Important rea- 
son undoubtedly, is the almost mythic manner of his death. 

The hero cut down at die height of his glory (though 
Kennedy was tn something of a political slump in the fall of 

Continued on page 3 









In Death, J.F.K. Continues to Loom Larger Than Life 



AMtaialrtl'mtll) 

Th e speeding limousine. Lyndon B. Joh nson's swearing-in, and the funeral procession were images of the assassination imbedded in the consciousness of Americans who lived through those long days. 



Continued [rum page I 

1963) is a staple of legend making- And wiicn such u 
fate befalls a figure of youth und beauty, tho legend 
becomes even more of u romantic drunin — height- 
ened. in Kennedy's case, by the mundane fact 
that few Americans in 1963 had witnessed, even 
Imagined, the murder of a President. 

By then, in (net. the Presidency whs an office ex- 
alted almost beyond mortality — by the personality 
und prominence o( Franklin Roosevelt in Depres- 
sion und war ; by Truiium's and Eisenhower's cold 
war leaderihip of ihe mm ailed free world, and by 
the President’s command of nuclear was poos. 

As the inlverum of tiuii exalted place. John F. 
Kennedy became soinelhing like u young American 
emperor: it could huidiy be imagined by a fascinat- 
ed public that he or uny President was vulnerable 
lu u human hand. Bui lie was — a nearly unite- 
licvuble fnri that spawned dozens of conspiracy 
theories for a people unable to accept the idea that 
a deed so momentous did not have equally momen- 
tous origins. 

The H.ssai.stnntion in Dalins, moreover, marked 
the real arrival of television, history's mightiest 
conveyor of unforget table images und moments. 
Only that autumn, the l wo mujor networks, 
still relatively primitive, had inaugurated JO 
minute evening news broadcasts (with John Ken- 
nedy the guest star on cucii program). But f mm the 
moment Ihe Bhots rung out tn Deuley Pluza thitaigh 
the funeral services three days Inter, the networks 
stayed continuously on ihe air. steadily fo- 
cused on the tea ring drainu — bringing die nation 



together, as perhaps never before, in Its lime of 
shock and grief. Television, blazoning Ihe events of 
thui weekend on the memories of most Americans 
then living, became the national nervous system. 

Kennedy, then In his third year of office, was be- 
lieved by many to be growing In stulurc, moving to- 
ward a higher statesmanship, an Impression since 
cultivated In ihe numerous memoirs of his as- 
sociates. Ihe limited test-ban treaty* concluded 



It is the man and his 
myth, not his record, that 
resist memory’s eraser. 



only weeks before the fatal shots were fired, 
seemed ample evidence. So more than a few Ameri- 
cans believe today, some passionately, that a Presi- 
dent growing In office would not have taken the no- 
tion so deeply into Vietnam as his successor did. 

Nor dues Vietnam provide die only such wishful 
idea. Even if Nov. 22, IMS, is taken only as a bench- 
mark in lime and whut followed a coincidence, it 
wus nut long thereafter dun things began lu 
go wrong for Americans. The nulion's youth begun 
to drop wit and turn on, die war in Vietnam became 
an endless night mure, cities burned In die "long hot 
summers" of block revolt, Robert Kennedy und 



Muriin I other King fell before other assassins, 
world economic supremacy I rick led awuy, crime 
turned cities into huddles uf fear, Watergate de- 
stroyed a President and faith in Presidents, Ikjk 
luges und burning helicopters in Iran sliuliered illu- 
sions uf American might 

Ironically, all lliat cnhunced the Kennedy legend 
Many Americans believed, on failh rnlher Hum evi- 
dence, dint If John Kennedy had not been cut down 
as he wus coming into his prime, if Bobby Ken- 
nedy hud been ihcrc to follow him, these disasters 
could somehow huve been avoided. Tltc worse 
things seemed to become, die mom such Ameri- 
cans missed something they identified with ihe 
Kennedy brothers, if in belief ruther than fact. 

John Kennedy hud declared In his Inaugural ad- 
dress dial “a new grnoi iiliun of Americans, bom In 
this century* 4 hod come io power with him. After 
tho stolid yours of ihe 50*6 nnd ihe Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration, Ihe change seemed welcome lu thill 
"new generation nnd a third of a century 
later, In a lime of political revulsion, many grnylng 
oldsters still mourn a lost leader nnd Ihe Idea of a 
new age that never came. They will never know if U 
ever would hove. 

tils most dedicated opponents, moreover, con- 
ceded lhai Kennedy was an engaging man — iuh 
ihe least of his |ioiUical uw* is. HU Presidential 
news cnnferem.es were the first to be televised live 
and regularly, and fur millions of viewers they es- 
tablished — often by die alchemy of "news mnn 
ugcmonl" — hts nrtictilulcnc&ahix wit, his 
sophist tcut ton. his apparent mastery of the detnils 
of government nnd diplomacy. No President ever 



had had ihe expusuro in uriion dial television gave 
him, nod i» Americans he Ijecumc more fnmiliar 
nnd recognizable, us have all Presidents since. Hum 
die jocol mayor or Congressman. 

Finally, us idolaters often overstate, detractors 
frequently underrate Ihe Kennedy record in office. 
It wns by no tncuns negligible. He broke, for in- 
stance, die centuries-old taboo against a Roman 
Cuthoiic President, exposing other taboos lo the 
light of reason. He became die first Presi- 
dent lo call the struggle of American blacks for full 
equality “a mural Issue" — brave words at tltc 
lime, earning him m special place in die respect and 
affect km of black Americans. 

And though Kennedy's cold warrior inaugural ad- 
dress is more widely quoted, ids mosi memorable 
words came in the last months of his life, in his 
speech on June 10, 1963, ul American University. He 
called on the mil ion, in wIihi wus then a risky and 
challenging change from years of hostility, to ro-cx- 
uminc its altitude toward the Soviet Union. 

“In the final analysis," ho declared, "our most 
basic comniun link is lhai wc all inhubii ibis small 
plane!. Wc all breathe die same air. We all cherish 
our children's future Ami wc ure all mortal." 

So wc ull ure, os wus John Fitzgerald Kennedy. 
Despite tho imperial trappings uf Ihe Presidency 
nnd his own glittering aura, lie knew dial well 
enough. Bui in Ihe soul -shaking years since his 
death, us between disillusionment and legend, 

Amei it ans have chosen legend — as If lo 
IkiUI in memory dirir own sense of diejnscives and 
Ihcir country us they most wished them lu be. us 
they used in believe tliey were. 



I 



! 



f 



